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have if this research is cut off because
of lack of funding.

We have heard the President say that
education is one of his top priorities.
That is why it is so frustrating to me
that he is threatening to veto this bill.
I am committed to ensuring Federal
funds are there to help build and im-
prove our Nation’s schools. Strong
schools make strong communities. We
want everyone in this country to have
a promising future and a promising
job—and education is how you get
there.

The Senate bill supports increased
funding for Pell grants that help kids
afford college when they might not
otherwise have had a chance to get a
college degree. It increases funding for
school improvement by $500 million. It
sends $1 billion in badly needed money
to help schools in low-income commu-
nities raise children’s achievement lev-
els and provide more opportunities for
learning. And it reverses the Presi-
dent’s proposed $100 million cut to
Head Start.

As a mom, a former preschool teach-
er, and school board president, I saw
firsthand that giving kids a boost early
on can pay off in the future. Reaching
kids early makes them more likely to
graduate and succeed. This isn’t frivo-
lous spending. The money we spend on
education today will help children
grow into better educated, better pre-
pared workers.

Providing Americans with the skills
they need to excel in the global econ-
omy while keeping them safe on the
job are very basic needs that every
working family has the right to expect
from their Government. That is why I
continue to be baffled by the adminis-
tration’s lack of commitment to work-
ers in our Nation. With strong bipar-
tisan support for this bill, the Senate is
proud to stand with working families
and support the priorities that shape
their daily lives.

When I travel around my home State
of Washington, employers tell me they
are desperate to find workers with the
skills they need to grow their busi-
nesses. And we have thousands of peo-
ple on waiting lists hoping to get
trained for these family-wage jobs. Yet
for the last 7 years, the President has
proposed hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in cuts for job-training programs,
shutting the door to millions of dis-
located workers, youth and disadvan-
taged adults who deserve to share in
the American dream.

Under his watch, worker safety on
the job has also been put at risk. With
OSHA’s lack of enforcement, workers
are unprotected. And today’s miners
continue to work under an administra-
tion that values voluntary compliance
above safety and enforcement. This is
the wrong direction for working fami-
lies and the wrong priority for Amer-
ica.

How do we begin to solve it? Well,
one thing is clear—it isn’t by cutting
$1 billion dollars in job training funds
at a critical time in our economic
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growth, as the President has proposed,
nor is it by proposing hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in cuts to job training
programs, as he has one over the last 7
years. This bill rejects the President’s
misguided cuts and goes to great
lengths to maintain a viable workforce
and training system. If we want our
local businesses and our Nation to be
competitive in the global economy, we
must make skills training for every
worker a national priority. This bill
does that.

For some here in the Senate, this
might be an abstract debate about Fed-
eral funding. But this debate is about
real people. It is about 30 kids in a
classroom and a teacher struggling to
make sure they succeed. It is about
hardworking parents searching for a
way to get health care for their fami-
lies when it isn’t provided by their em-
ployers. And it is about workers who
need training that will help them get a
job that pays enough to support a fam-
ily.

When I travel around Washington
State, people tell me they want hope
and change. Whether it is the war in
Iraq or gas prices or access to health
insurance—people feel a real weight on
their shoulders. They are looking for a
light at the end of the tunnel, and by
vetoing these important bills—and fail-
ing to invest in the health, safety, and
economic future of all Americans—the
President keeps putting out that light.

Mr. President, in this bill, we are in-
vesting more than $7 billion over last
year in the future of our country. I
urge all my colleagues to support this
legislation on behalf of the millions of
American children and families who
would benefit.

And I hope the President is listening.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate resumes consideration of H.R. 3043
tomorrow, Senator ENZI be recognized
to call up amendment No. 3437 and
there be 30 minutes of debate equally
divided and controlled in the usual
form; that upon the use or yielding
back of time, the amendment be tem-
porarily set aside, and Senator DEMINT
be recognized to call up amendment
No. 3387, and there be 20 minutes of de-
bate equally divided and controlled in
the usual form; that upon the use or
yielding back of time, the amendment
be temporarily set aside, and the Sen-
ate then resume the Roberts amend-
ment No. 3365, and there be 10 minutes
of debate equally divided and con-
trolled in the usual form; that upon the
use or yielding back of time, the Sen-
ate resume consideration of the Coburn
amendment No. 3358, and there be 20
minutes of debate equally divided and
controlled prior to a vote; that upon
the use or yielding back of time, the
Senate return to the Enzi amendment
and vote in relation to the amendment;
that upon disposition of that amend-
ment, the Senate resume the DeMint
amendment and vote in relation to the
amendment; that upon disposition of
the DeMint amendment, the Senate
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proceed to vote in relation to the Rob-
erts amendment; that upon disposition
of that amendment, the Senate proceed
to vote in relation to the Coburn
amendment No. 3358; that there be 2
minutes of debate prior to each vote,
equally divided and controlled, with no
amendments in order to any of the
amendments covered in this agreement
prior to the vote; and that after the
first vote, the vote time be limited to
10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. HARKIN. So, Mr. President, this
ends our business for this evening, so
that when the Senate comes in tomor-
row morning, we will have four amend-
ments that will take about an hour,
and then there will be four votes that
will start. They will be stacked votes,
and they will then take place 1 hour
after we come in.

Again, I say that if we come in at 10
in the morning and this takes an hour
and then we vote on four amendments,
that will take us just about to the noon
hour, and we are supposed to finish by
12:30. So I say again, if Senators have
amendments, it looks as if they may be
getting crowded out, unless they get
over here in a hurry.

With that, Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
KLOBUCHAR). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that there now be a
period of morning business with Sen-
ators allowed to speak therein for a pe-
riod of up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

STAFF SERGEANT ERIC THOMAS DUCKWORTH

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I
want to take a moment to reflect on
the life and service of SSG Eric Thom-
as Duckworth of the 7569th Military Po-
lice Battalion, 89th Military Police
Brigade, stationed at Fort Carson, CO.
Sergeant Duckworth was killed when a
bomb detonated near his vehicle as he
was leading a convoy through Baghdad.
He was 26 years old—a father, a son, a
husband, and a proud soldier.

Sergeant Duckworth grew up in
Plano, TX, an active young man with
dreams of serving his country. He
played baseball and football in high
school and, in the time not devoted to
studies and athletics, devoted himself
to the ROTC. It was clear from an



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-15T12:34:27-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




